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What is a Super computer 
 
This week we will be using a super computer to work. Super computers are just collections of 
computers that can work together. A super computer can do more than your laptop because it 
has more disk space and more memory.  
 

      vs.              

 
The super computer we will use is called: _________________________ (write the name here) 
 

Usernames and Passwords, Locks and keys 
 
We don’t want to deal usernames or passwords. Therefore, we will let github deal 
with that. Also, passwords are annoying. (People forget them!) So we are going to 
use a ssh key to log into the super computer.  

 
The key lives on your computer and the “Lock” lives on github. The super computer can then 
compare the key to the lock and let you in if they match.  
 
 

1. Sign up for a free github account instructions  
2. Put your github username in this document. We tell the super computer your username 

is allowed to log in.  
3. Make a ssh key (You can either follow github’s brief instructions or ours (below) 

a. Github’s instructions 
1. Check for an existing key 



2. Generate a key 
3. Add the key to github 

b. Our instructions (FOR the SAME thing) 
i. You are going to need  

1. to log into github in a web bowser 
Before 

 
After 

 
2. to open a terminal: 

a. For people on a mac: Open the program called terminal 
b. For people on a PC Open the program called bash 

(installation instructions)  



 
It will look something like that. You will have some writing on the left-hand side that will always 
be present and will end in either a % sign or a $ sign. Your typing will go to the right of the $ or 
% sign. ALL THINGS YOU type must be SPELLED correctly. All things you type must have the right 
capitalization! 
 

3. Uese ssh-keygen to generate the key in the terminal 
a. obviously don’t use Robin’s email 

 
b. hit enter every time it asks you a question 

 
If it works it will look like this  



 
1. Activate the ssg-agent 

 
c. If it works it will look like this 

 
2. Check if you have a ssh config file 

 
d. If you don’t have one copy ours 

 
 

3. Ssh-add your key and copy it 

 
4. Put your ssh key on github 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

4. WAIT at least 5 min!!!!! 
5. Log into the supercomputer (this you will do in class, not before)  

 


